They were intent upon a game. A seventh young man
stood near them also intent. Theodora thought that the
half-dozen had been divided into two sides of three
apiece. Each of these six held crumbs in their right
hands. At the word of command from the seventh each
of the six dropped the crumb into the basin to the gold
and silver fish which swam there. The seventh noted
which side had a crumb first eaten. The game ended
as Theodora drew near. The stakes were paid to the
winners and the two sides looked to see who was coming
with their friend.

Her guide explained in some unknown tongue that the
lady wished to learn which of them was interested in
jewellery; so much she divined; but he then added some-
thing, which made each one of the six look at her in a
peculiar way, which she could not quite understand.
The look had in it something of hardness, something of
suspicion, something of coming suddenly en garde. She
knew from their look and bearing, that these men were
odd merchants. All were less than thirty. Three of them
seemed to her to be only about twenty-five. They had
an ease and a carelessness which could only come from
an ease and carelessness of life; all were men of birth
and breeding; they were now very polite and welcomed
her. The guide explained again, this time in Greek, that
the lady wished to know which of them was interested
in jewellery. One of them explained in good Greek
that he cared for sapphires, and asked if she had any.
She explained that she had none, but that she had some
personal decorations, with delicate settings, which she
wished to sell, and had heard that the Trade Commission .
was in the hotel, and had thought that perhaps one of the
Commission might be a jewel merchant. Alas, two of
them explained, they were not jewel merchants, nor